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REPORT NO.

lehdi Hashim Najafi is one of the most important and dangerous
Commmnist labor agitators in Iran, according to informant. Hs Bl g

has been well trained by the Commnists, is intelligent and
comoands a grea% deal of respect in Iranian labor circles.
lle is a professional Commnist labor agitator.

Najafi, who is an Iranian citizen, was bom in Najaf, Iraq,
although his family cane from Tabriz. His first position was
that of schoolteacher. later he was eaployed by Iranian State
Rallweys as assistant station-master at Sharifiyah. ile was
discharged from this position when it was discovered that he
had become a Commnist.

llajafi; his brother, Hadi Najafi, who was then a clark in
the Iranian Consulate at Rasra; and other unspecified persons
were arrested in Iraq after the seizure of secret cipher
correspondence. In 1935 Najafi was sentenced to two years in
urison. This was later commuted to one month's inteyrnment.,

Vhen Kamil Chaderchi became lMinister of Lconomics and Commnications
in October 1936, Najafi secured a pardon and vas appointed works
foreman in the Publie Torks Department in Bagqubah, Iraq.

The Iragl police, however, maintained a close wateh on Najafl and
aventually succseded in securing an order for his deportation;

he was deported to Iran on 28 October 1937. MNajafi there
complained to the Iraqi legation in Tehran and attenpts were made
to have him returned to Irag. He again tried to return to Iraq
in 1942 but was still unsuceessful.

Najafi became editor of the Tudeh Party newspaper, Mardom, and

vrote sharp editorials against the labor policy of Srhis y -
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